
MASS TIMES
DOLPHIN’S BARN

Saturday  6:00pm (Vigil) 
 Sunday  9:00am, 11:00am &  
   7:00pm (Taizé Mass) 

 Eve of Holy Day Vigil 6:00pm 
 Holy Day 10:00am and 6:00 pm 

Weekdays:  
Monday - Saturday   (Excluding Tuesday) 10:00am 
Tuesday: Eucharistic Service - 10:00am 

RIALTO 
 Saturday  6:30pm (Vigil) 
 Sunday  10:30am 

 Eve of Holy Day Vigil 6:30pm 
 Holy Day 10:00am 

Weekdays: 
Tuesday - Friday:  10:00am  
Monday & Saturday Eucharistic Service 
10:00am 

Baptisms in Dolphin’s Barn:  First Saturday at 12 
Baptisms in Rialto:   Third Sunday at 12  

Contact Information 
Fr.  Fergal MacDonagh P.P.  087-2441128 
fergalmacdonagh@gmail.com 

Fr. Gerry Fleming S.A.C., C.C.  01-4533268 
flemingg9@gmail.com 

Parish email address 
    For Dolphin’s Barn Parish: dolphinsbarnparish@gmail.com 
    For Rialto Parish:    rialtoparish@gmail.com 

 Sacristy Dolphin’s Barn  01-4547271  
 Sacristy Rialto   01-4537720 
 Rialto Parish Centre  01-4539020 

Parish Website 

Dolphin’s Barn Parish  dolphinsbarnparish.org 
Rialto Parish   rialtoparish.com  
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October 2nd

Church Collections - Last Weekend

           Dolphin’s                Rialto
                      Barn  

First Collection  €                     €

Share Collection    €                     €

Envelope Collection 
for November            €2378                   €1870

We thank you for your generosity and your financial 
support of your parish.



Christmas Day 
 Imaginative Prayer Exercise 

Each week of Advent, we’ve 
provided an Ignatian prayer for 
you, inspired the spirituality of 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola  the 
founder of the Society of Jesus 
(Jesuits). Pope Francis was a 
member of this religious order 
before he became Pope. 

Today we share the prayer for 
Christmas Day. 

“No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to 
the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known.” 

—John 1:18 

As you guide yourself through this 
prayer exercise, the text in blue is 
a question for you to ask yourself 
in the silence of your heart 

Preparation 
As we begin this time of quiet prayer, I invite 
you to find a comfortable place to sit with 
your back straight and your legs planted on 
the ground. Allow yourself to notice your 
breathing. Breathe in. Breathe out. 
Take a few moments and close your eyes, 
preparing yourself to listen to what God may 
be saying to you during this time of prayer. 
As you sit with your eyes closed, use these 
or similar words:  

“Here I am, Lord. Here I am.”  

When you are ready, open your eyes and 
pray. 

Seeing the Face of God 
It’s two o’clock in the morning Christmas 
Day. The lights in the house are off except 
for those on the tree. All the weeks of 
preparation are over. This year you went to 
Midnight Mass. The church was beautifully 
decorated with white and red poinsettias, 
the flower with the red   leaves that seem to 
be a part of our Christmas decorations 
nowadays. The choir sang all the hymns that 
you love. You felt lifted up. The Mass filled 
you with joy and hope. But when you came 
home, there was something inside you that 
felt cold and empty. Perhaps I’m already 

feeling the holiday blues, the letdown even 
before it’s all over, you think. Watching 
the lights on the tree you remember the 
anticipation you felt as a child. It was so 
strong that it hurt inside your chest.  
Smiling, you close your eyes thinking of 
that time—a time when Christmas and life 
seemed simpler. 
You begin to fall asleep, not a deep sleep, 
but that moment when you are half-awake 
and half-asleep. Dreaming, you see 
yourself walking along the streets of 
downtown. It’s dark and you’re alone. You 
look around and see no one else, not even 
cars on the streets. There is light from the 
street lamps and the store windows. You 
look up and see a night sky filled with light 
from the stars and moon. 
As you turn a corner, you look down an 
alleyway. There is a bright yellow light 
softly glowing from a garage. You’re drawn 
to that light. As you approach, you hear 
people talking, but you can’t make out 
what they are saying. When you reach the 
door, you see people gathered around a 
makeshift baby’s cot to cradle. Squirming 
inside, all arms and legs, is a baby. 
Everyone is looking at the baby. Standing 
outside the garage, a man approaches 
you. He smiles and asks, “What are you 
looking for?” 
You look at him, trying to remember how 
you know him. “I was out walking and saw 
the light from the garage, so I came up 
the alley.” 
He looks at you, his eyes soft and warm, 
and then you know who he is. It’s Jesus. 
  
What do you say to him?  

How does Jesus respond to you? 

Jesus stands beside you. He reaches out 
and puts his hand in yours. You feel such 
peace, such joy it hurts inside your chest 
like it did when you were a child. No more 
words are spoken. You stand there with 
Jesus, both gazing at the small, helpless 
child. You realise that in this baby’s face 
you are seeing the face of God. You begin 
to wake up. Your eyes glance over to the 
nativity scene you’ve had since you were a 
child. You look at the baby Jesus and you 
smile.  

All is well, you think. All is well. 

Concluding Prayer 
Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

The Christmas Readings

Christmas is a festival of light, of the light of the 
world who came into the world and that the 
darkness could never put it out.  

It was a festival of light in ancient Rome, the 
Saturnalia (or Lupercalia as it was often called). 
But it’s roots are much deeper in human history. 
Humans had figured out long before they kept 
any records that this was the day when there 
was a little more light in the sky, winter as bad 
as it is, had not won, darkness was fading and 
light was returning. So it is not an accident that 
the early Christians decided that it was a perfect 
time to celebrate the coming of he true light of 
the world, of which the sun was only a pale 
symbol – for all its mighty power and our utter 
dependence on it. 
Hence in the three masses of Christmas  

Christmas Vigil Mass,  
Christmas early morning Mass  

Christmas Day Mass  

there are twenty references to light. 

Winter Solstice in Newgrange. 

Newgrange was constructed about 5,200 years 
ago (3,200 B.C.) which makes it older than 
Stonehenge and the Great Pyramids of Giza. 

Of the many notable features at Newgrange, the 
most famous is the small opening or ‘roof box’ 
situated above the passage entrance. At dawn 
on the winter solstice, the shortest day of the 
year (December 21st) and for a number of days 
before and after, a shaft of sunlight enters the 
chamber through an opening in the roof box.  

To the Neolithic culture of the Boyne Valley, the 
winter solstice marked the start of the New 
Year. From that date on they knew that the time 
of dark days that they had gone through had 
come to an end and the celebrated the rebirth 
of the sun a sign of nature’s rebirth and 
promising renewed life to crops, animals and 
humans. It may also have served as a powerful 
symbol of the inevitable victory of life over 
death.   

Our Christian Ancestors chose well when 
deciding when they would celebrate the birth 
not of the sun but of the Son of God.




