
MASS TIMES
DOLPHIN’S BARN

Saturday  6:00pm (Vigil) 
 Sunday  9:00am, 11:30am &   
  7:00pm (Taizé Mass) 

 Eve of Holy Day Vigil 6:00pm 
 Holy Day 10:00am and 7:00 pm 

Weekdays:  
Monday - Saturday   (Excluding Tuesday) 10:00am 
Tuesday: Eucharistic Service - 10:00am 

RIALTO 
 Saturday  7:00pm (Vigil) 
 Sunday  10:30am 

 Holy Day 10:00am 

Weekdays: 
Tuesday - Friday:  10:00am  
Monday:  Eucharistic Service 10:00am 

CONTACT INFO 

Fr.  Fergal MacDonagh P.P.  087-2441128 
fergalmacdonagh@gmail.com 

Parish email address 
For Dolphin’s Barn Parish: dolphinsbarnparish@gmail.com 
For Rialto Parish:                rialtoparish@gmail.com 

 Sacristy Dolphin’s Barn  01-4547271  
 Sacristy Rialto   01-4537720 
 Rialto Parish Centre  01-4539020 

Parish Office for Dolphin’s Barn Parish  
and Rialto Parish 

01-4533490 

Parish Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Dolphin’s Barn Parish: Michael Judd 
Rialto Parish:              Robert Allen 

PARISH NEWSLETTER
DOLPHIN’S  BARN PARISH 

&
RIALTO PARISH  

December 24th 
December 25th 
December 31st      

Parish Website 
Dolphin’s Barn Parish            dolphinsbarnparish.org  
Rialto Parish                          rialtoparish.com 
 
Both Parishes have a webcam and all church 
services are available to view online. To access 
either, go to the Parish Website and follow the link 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives 
      Dolphin’s Barn:   Sinead Colreavy-Judd  
      Rialto:                 Christine Charlton 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person              
Andrew Fagan 01-8360314 

Child Safeguarding and Protection Service,  
Holy Cross Diocesan Centre        
www.csps.dublindiocese.ie 

 

May the Lord bless us all and our families 
and friends this Christmas and New Year.  
May those who are ill find comfort, may those 
who are grieving find peace and  may those 
who are despairing find hope. 

Fr. Fergal & Fr Chris and the Parish Teams.
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Sunday Gospel 
Reflection 

by
Fr. Donal Neary SJ

Annunciations Big and Small 

I got stuck miles away in a 
small village that had no public 
transport.   It was a public 
holiday so I had to stay put.  A 
family put me up for the night 
and fed me!  This was an 
annunciation for me! 
Annunciations announce the 
coming of the Lord, favour from 
God. Life is full of little and big 
annunciations.  Ways in which 
we bring the Son of God alive 
within the world. The beginning 
now of what would later be the 
resurrection event. 

For Mary it was in the ordinary 
– maybe at the well, as she 
collected the water for the day, 
or in her house. Anytime we 
find genuine help, compassion, 
justice, all the gifts of God’s 
Spirit, then this is annunciation. 
It can be an annunciation of 
new faith and love in God. What 
Mary got at annunciation was 
the overshadowing of the Holy 
Spirit and the Son of God in her 
womb. 

We are the people who find 
grace and hope in the middle of 
everything.  Maybe like in a 
busy shop, the middle of a bus 
journey, and with the children 
and the friends and the family, 
at Mass or prayer.  It can 
happen anywhere. 

There is always a response. If 
we have been gifted, we give. 
Someone let me out of the 
carpark and I let the next 
person out. Someone visited me 
in hospital and I did the same 
later.  Our Christmas way of 
celebration and helping others 
is a response. 

Don’t ask how did you get over 
the Christmas, but did 
Christmas get into you!   Let the 
big mystery of God’s love get 
deeply into us this time of year. 

Well done to everyone 
involved in the production of 
our Pre Christmas event in 
Dolphin’s Barn Church on 
Sunday 17th December 

The event began with 
Christmas Carols and 
Seasonal Music from the 
Metropolitan Concert Band, 
under the direction of 
Eamon O’Keeffe. The 
audience expressed their 
enjoyment with many 
applauses. Fr. Peter McVerry 
addressed us on the issue of 
Homelessness in Dublin and 
the fantastic work of the 
Peter McVerry Trust. Karl 
O’Neill’s production of a 
Christmas Carrol by Charles 
Dickens was the main event. 
It was read by a cast of 13 
professional actors and 3 
children from a school of 
acting, all of whom gave 
their time voluntarily. 
Afterwards the audience 
were treated to a reception 
of Mulled Wine, Mince Pies 
and Christmas Cake.  
Sister Bernadette from 
Rialto was very impressed 
with the Mulled Wine.   
Thanks also the Spar Shop in 
Dolphin’s Barn who 
sponsored and delivered the 
much appreciated sausage 
rolls. 

Special thanks to the 
volunteers from both 
Dolphin’s Barn and Rialto 
Parish who did a fantastic 
job with the catering 

This is now a regular event 
that the Parish of Dolphin’s 
Barn and Rialto do in aid of 
the Peter McVerry Trust. 

In his address to the 
audience Fr. McVerry 
referred to Dolphin’s Barn 
and Rialto as a partner of 
the Trust. And said we were 
the only parish group that 
did something like this each 
Christmas for the Homeless. 

The bucket collection taken 
up amounted to €5470 
which is something we 
should all be very proud of 
as a parish 

When Fr. Fergal sent a text 
message letting him know 
the amount. Fr. McVerry’s 
reply was “It is a great 
tribute to a vibrant parish.” 

So as we celebrate the 
coming of the Christ Child, 
be proud of your parish. 

Fr. McVerry addressing the 
audience . 

The cast of the 2017 
”A Christmas Carol” 



Christmas and New Year Schedule 
Rialto 

Sunday 24 December  10:30am

Christmas Eve Mass 8:30pm
Christmas Day 10:30am

St Stephen’s Day December 26th Mass at 10am

Wednesday 27th Eucharistic Service at 10am

Thursday 28th  Mass at 10am

Friday 29th Eucharistic Service at 10am

Saturday 30th Vigil Mass at 7pm
Sunday 31st  Mass at 10.30am

2018

Monday Mass for the New Year 10:30am
Tuesday January 2nd Mass at 10am

Wednesday January 3rd Eucharistic Service 10am
Thursday January 4th Mass at 10am

Friday January 5th Eucharistic Service at 10am
Friday January 5th Vigil for the Epiphany at 7pm

Feast of the Epiphany NO MASS IN RIALTO

Dolphin’s Barn

Sunday 24 December  9am and 11:30am

Christmas Eve Mass 7:00pm
Christmas Day 9am and 11:30am

St Stephen’s Day December 26th
Eucharistic Service 10am

Wednesday 27th Mass at 10am

Thursday 28th  Eucharistic Service at 10am

Friday 29th Mass at 10am

Saturday 30th Mass at 10am

Saturday 30th Vigil Mass at 6pm
Sunday 31st  Mass 9am & 11:30am

2018

Monday Mass for the New Year 10am

Tuesday January 2nd Eucharistic Service 10am
Wednesday January 3rd Mass at 10am

Thursday January 4th Eucharistic Service at 10am
Friday January 5th  Mass  at 10am

Friday January 5th Vigil for the Epiphany at 6pm
Saturday 6th Feast of the Epiphany Mass at 10 am

Christmas Dues Envelopes Available. 
In both 

 Parish Churches.

Check out the  
Shoebox Cribs ! 

The boys and girls in 3rd class in Loreto 
Senior School are making Shoebox Cribs. 
They will be on display in front of the Altar in 
Dolphin’s Barn Church from next Friday and 
in Rialto Church for the Epiphany Weekend.  
Next Christmas we will invite all the primary 
school Children in both Parishes to make a 
shoe box crib to be displayed in both 
Churches.  

Next year Grandparents might like to ask 
their grand children of primary school  age, 
even if they are not living in the parish  to 
make a shoe  box crib and bring it to Church.  
We will remind you about that at the start of 
Advent 2018 

Unwanted Gifts 
Many of us receive gifts that we don’t want or need at 
Christmas time. Maybe its a perfume that you do not like 
or something thats is not your style. For the last number 
of years the Pro Cathedral has organised a collection 
where people could bring their unwanted gifts which 
CROSSCARE would  distribute to the homeless or needy 
of the Diocese. This year you can leave any of these gifts 
in either Dolphin’s Barn or Rialto Church on the Epiphany 
weekend 5th-6th January 2018

Thank you to our Sponsors 
Our new full colour  Newsletter began in August 2016. 
It has been a great success and  of great benefit to the 
parish. 

The advertisers on the back page pay for the printing 
of the Newsletter. If we were to pay for it ourselves it 
would cost us thousands of euro a year, but their 
advertising means we pay nothing at all. In fact since 
we no longer have to buy paper in the amounts we had 
to for the old newsletter we actually save money 

If you get a chance please let them know that you 
appreciate their sponsorship through their 
advertising.



Rialto Church 

Sunday Jan 7th 2018 

We will have a cup of tea/coffee  
and refreshments  

after the 10.30am Mass 
to start off the new year with  a 

'WELCOME'   
for everybody.

We wish May O’Donoghue 
well as she retires as a 
Eucharistic Minister in 
Rialto Parish. May has 
served the Parish very 
faithfully for many years. It 
is a great privilege to be a 
Eucharistic Minister, you are 
the person who literally 
helps Catholics to encounter

Eucharistic Ministers

The Parish of Dolphin’s Barn was 
badly injured in the first world 
war. 
It lost 32 of its children and it 
witnessed the damage done by 
war as they saw the survivors 
return home maimed physically 
and mentally.  

Young men who left Dolphin’s 
Barn physically fit, returned 
broken, blinded, deaf, missing 
limbs, and grieving for what 
they lost. They lost their 
innocence, their youth, their 
friends who died. And some of 
them lost even the future they 
had hoped for before the war 
began. 

Some were never able to speak 
of it again, some were not 
allowed to speak of it. 

As we remember the end of that 
war that damaged our Parish so 
deeply, we will try to make 
amends to the dead and injured. 
The youngest to die was just a 
child of 16. He died of his 
injuries 10 days after the war 

ended, in a war hospital in 
England. 

His name is John 

John William Vaughan was a 16 
year old private in the Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers when he died on 
Thursday 21st November 1918. 
He  lived  with his widowed 
mother at 15 Dolphin’s Barn 
which is across from the Coombe 
Hospital. 

To commemorate the 32 who 
died we plan to unveil a 
memorial to them in Dolphins 
Barn Church which was their 
Parish Church at the time of their 
death and where their 
Anniversary Mass would have 

been cerebrated.  To do this we 
will remove one of the 
confession boxes, which will 
create an alcove where the 
memorial will be placed.  
The confession box, which we 
will ask the Archbishops 
approval, to remove is the one 
nearest the altar on the right 
hand side. This has been chosen 
as the window above it depicts 
Mary being consoled by the 
Apostle John after her son was 
crucified. 

It’s a suitable choice as it is a 
scene that would have been 
enacted in many of the homes in 
this Parish, both Rialto and 
Dolphin’s Barn, as mothers 
grieved for their sons, both 
those who died and those who 
were maimed. 

It is only right and fitting that 
we erect a memorial to those 
who died and in doing so we 
honour the survivors who 
returned home and we 
remember all of their mothers 
who like Mary wept at the foot of 
the cross. 

1918 -2018

Jesus, as you physically and actually 
give Jesus to your Catholic brothers 
and sisters. 

In 2018 Rialto Parish and Dolphin’s 
Barn Parish will begin training 
additional Eucharistic Ministers.  
who will be commissioned during 
the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lords 
Supper

Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Collection 

Rialto €1735 

Dolphin’s Barn  €3328 

Many thanks for a very 
generous offering. 



The Sons of your Parish who died during the First World War 



A letter from Ethiopia 
My dear friends in Dolphins Barn and Rialto. 

Greetings of Christmas from Ethiopia!! 
It has been already more than one year since I returned to Ethiopia and I tmiss 
all of you terribly, friends and parishioners. Although this year has been a very 
busy one for me, many things were so rewarding that with the help of God I 
managed to fulfil all the plans I have for this year. Thanks for your unceasing 
support and continuous encouragement, solidarity and prayers in all of my 

journey over the year. 
I know Christmas is a family feast in Ireland and I send these few lines to wish you a wonderful 
CHRISTMAS and a peaceful NEW YEAR 2018. May the Baby Jesus, Emmanuel, fill your hearts with his 
everlasting Love, Joy, Peace and Hope. 
My special gift of Christmas for you is PRAYER, the best gift so that Grace may flow from God to your 
life and to your family. 
May the baby Jesus who was laid in a manger bless you, your family and all your loved ones. Please be 
assured of my prayers for all of you and specially, for the sick and elderly members of our parish. I also 
pray for the holy souls particularly those died from our parish over the last few years. 
Go raibh maith agat!  
Once again, Nollaig Shona Daoibh agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh! 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Gobezayehu  

Pope Francis 
celebrated his 
birthday not 
with cake, but 
a giant pizza 
Source: AP/PA Images
WE’VE ALWAYS wondered what 
the Pope gets for his birthday, 
and now we know. 
Pope Francis turned 81 last 
Sunday, December 17th, and to 
celebrate, he held a party in the 
Vatican City for children who are 
currently patients at a Church-
sponsored children’s  clinic. 

Instead of a birthday cake, he 
blew the candles out on a 13-
foot pizza: 

Imagine if he turned around and 
said “BACK OFF PIPSQUEAKS! 
THIS IS ALL MINE”. Imagine it. 
But of course, he’s the Pope, so 
he didn’t do that – he gave the 
pizza to the kids at the party and 
told them to eat it all because it 

would “make 
them grow”. 

Bet the parents 
were raging that 
the actual Pope 
told their kids 
that pizza was 
good for them.  

But everyone else 
thinks it’s sweet: 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
POPE FRANCIS



A Catholic smartphone? 
Surprisingly, you’ll find plenty 
of smartphone apps to help 
you become a better Catholic. 
Simply type “Catholic” in your 
phone’s app store search 
index, and you’ll find a long 
list of apps including prayers, 
Catholic radio stations, 
Confession guides, Bibles, etc. 
Instead of texting or checking 
email during idle time, make 
use of those apps to learn 
more about your faith. 

Find a patron saint 
If you don’t have a patron 
saint, it’s time to find one! 
Saints are our heroes in faith 
and are powerful intercessors 
for us in heaven. You might 
want to learn more about the 
saint you were named after, 
your Confirmation saint, the 
patron saint of your profession 
or hobby or any saint who 
interests you. 

Attend daily Mass 
Searching for a mass time?  
Try www.catholicireland.net/
mass-times/ 
Since the group attending is 
usually small and there is 
often no singing, most daily 
masses will only take about 20 
minutes of your day. In return, 

you’ll receive extra graces and 
blessings for the small 
sacrifice. 

Go to Confession every month 
Yes, it’s difficult to face your 
sins and say them out loud, 
but frequent reception of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
gives you the grace to fight 
those sins and perhaps finally 
defeat them. 

Read the Bible 
If you don’t own a Catholic 
Bible, invest in one and keep it 
out where you will see it every 
day. Attend a Bible study if 
your parish offers one or ask 
your priest to start one if it’s 
not available. You’ll also find 
helpful guides online or in a 
Catholic bookstore. The best 
translation of the Bible is 
called the “Jerusalem Bible” 

Get involved with your parish 
Volunteering as a Reader, 
Eucharistic Minister, choir 
member, collector, cleaner,  a 
very small time commitment 
but will pay off by helping you 
to feel like an important part 
of your parish. For other ideas, 
ask Fr Fergal about volunteer 
opportunities that will fit your 
schedule. 

Pray the Rosary 
The Rosary has been hailed by 
saints and popes alike as a 
powerful weapon to defeat evil 
and a beautiful way to 
meditate on the gospels. There 
are many powerful blessings 

and promises granted to those 
devoted to the Rosary. 

Check out Catholic radio 
Catholic radio stations are 
popping up all over the world 
and you need not live near one 
to listen in. Most stations 
broadcast online or offer 
smartphone apps. Try a few 
different stations and 
programs to find one that 
interests you. 

Read about your faith 
If all you do is go to mass 
every Sunday, you’re missing 
out on many wonderful 
resources for your faith. This 
year, resolve to read at least 
five books on Catholic topics. 
Pray to the Holy Spirit for 
guidance. 

Spend some time in front of 
the blessed Sacrament 
Many parishes offer 
Eucharistic Adoration, but you 
can stop by a Catholic church 
any time the doors are open 
and spend a little quality time 
with Christ. Even just 10-15 
minutes on a regular basis will 
deeply improve your spiritual 
life. 

Ten New Year’s Resolutions for Catholics
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