
MASS TIMES
DOLPHIN’S BARN

Saturday  6:00pm (Vigil) 
 Sunday  9:00am, 11:00am &  
   7:00pm (Taizé Mass) 

 Eve of Holy Day Vigil 6:00pm 
 Holy Day 10:00am and 7:00 pm 

Weekdays:  
Monday - Saturday   (Excluding Tuesday) 10:00am 
Tuesday: Eucharistic Service - 10:00am 

RIALTO 
 Saturday  6:30pm (Vigil) 
 Sunday  10:30am 

 Eve of Holy Day Vigil 6:30pm 
 Holy Day 10:00am 

Weekdays: 
Tuesday - Friday:  10:00am  
Monday & Saturday Eucharistic Service 
10:00am 
Baptisms in Dolphin’s Barn:  First Saturday at 12 
Baptisms in Rialto:   Third Sunday at 12  

CONTACT INFO 

Fr.  Fergal MacDonagh P.P.  087-2441128 
fergalmacdonagh@gmail.com 

Fr. Gerry Fleming S.A.C., C.C.  01-4533268 
flemingg9@gmail.com 

Parish email address 
    For Dolphin’s Barn Parish: dolphinsbarnparish@gmail.com 
    For Rialto Parish:    rialtoparish@gmail.com 

 Sacristy Dolphin’s Barn  01-4547271  
 Sacristy Rialto   01-4537720 
 Rialto Parish Centre  01-4539020 

Parish Website 

Dolphin’s Barn Parish  dolphinsbarnparish.org 
Rialto Parish   rialtoparish.com  
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Over 55’s Social Hub in St. Andrew’s 
Community Centre. 

Did you know the over 55’s Social Hub in St. 
Andrew’s is now hosting tea and coffee afternoons 
every Monday between 2 and 4pm. We have tea, 
coffee, chat and an activity. Next Monday the 
activity will be board games. All welcome.

Last weekend Anne Trainer wrote an 
article for the online newspaper ‘The 
Journal”  I contacted Anne to see if 
she would allow me to reprint the 
article in the parish newsletter as 
what she has to say is hugely 
important. Anne very kindly gave 
permission. This is her article, in full, 
as it appeared last weekend 

Fr. Fergal

'Abortion is leading us to a 
'Down's Syndrome-free' world. I 
can barely type the words' 

The Eighth Amendment protected my 
son, and he was deserving of that 
protection, writes Anne Trainer. 

THIS WEEKEND, THE Citizen’s Assembly 
meets again to discuss the Eighth 
Amendment, and, along with thousands of 
other families, this makes me wonder what 
all these discussions and decisions mean 
for children like my son, Kevin. 
My husband and I have four children, two 
girls and then two boys. Our first boy, 
Kevin, is now 9, soon to be 10, and he was 
born with Down’s Syndrome.  
I’m grateful every day that he was not 
diagnosed in utero. I had 9 beautiful 
months of pregnancy with not a care in the 
world, falling in love with our third child as 
he grew. 

The most beautiful baby 
He came into the world screaming, and 
was the most beautiful baby I had ever 
seen. Gorgeous chubby cheeks and a pink, 
healthy face. He was perfect. When we 
were told almost immediately after birth 
that he had some of the markers for 
Down’s Syndrome, we were a little 
shocked. To us, he looked just like his 
sisters. Over the next few days the doctors 
burdened us with every single thing that 
could possibly go wrong with our baby. We 

were told there was a good chance he 
would not breastfeed, and could find it 
very difficult to speak, walk, ride a bike or 
swim. 
Our smart boy must have been listening to 
it all, because from day one he proved all 
the doubters wrong. He breastfed like a 
pro, slept right through the night, and 
walked as soon as his sisters. He had no 
health problems other than typical 
childhood illnesses and injuries. 

Disability doesn’t diminish love 
I know that Down’s Syndrome is a 
spectrum and some children do have more 
associated health problems than Kevin. 
Their parents would be the first to tell you 
that those additional disabilities do not 
make their children less precious or less 
loved. 
I believe that children like Kevin are a gift 
to all of us, and I am thankful every day 
that their lives are protected by the Irish 
Constitution. The huge problem I have 
with the Eighth Amendment being 
tampered with is that I know fear is a very 
powerful emotion. 
If a woman is told her baby in the womb 
has Down’s Syndrome, and then listens to 
all the “facts” my husband and I were told, 
she would be terrified. She would be full of 
self-doubt, and think she is not armed with 
the skills needed to raise a child with 
additional or sometimes different needs. 
We are not empowering women by giving 
credence to any self-doubt they may have. 
How more powerful would it be to tell her 
she is amazing and strong and she can 
raise this child to shine like a bright light in 
this world, just like my son Kevin does. 
Everyone who meets him adores him, and 
he stretches my heart to bursting point 
every day. But that may all be about to 
change, and that terrifies me, with good 
reason. 

Chilling statistics from abroad 
Last month, Dr Peter McParland, an 
obstetrician from the National Maternity 
Hospital, talked to the Citizens Assembly 
about the reality of what has happened in 
other countries once abortion was legalised 
for reasons of disability. The numbers are 
stark and they are utterly devastating. 
In Britain, 90% of babies with Down’s 
Syndrome are aborted before birth. In 
Iceland, every single baby, 100% of all 
those diagnosed with Down’s Syndrome, 
are aborted. There hasn’t been a baby with 
Down’s Syndrome born in Iceland in the 
past five years. 
Denmark is following suit, and is expected 
to be “Down’s Syndrome-free” by 2030 
and these cold and chilling statistics show 

us exactly where legal abortion is leading 
the rest of Europe. 

A Down’s free world? 
Legal abortion is leading us to a “Down’s 
Syndrome-free” world. I can barely type 
the words. It is utterly heart-breaking. 
Little wonder that, in Britain, Lord 
Shinkwin – a member of the House of 
Lords who has a congenital disability – last 
week gave a powerful speech pointing out, 
“the writing is on the wall for people like 
me. People with congenital disabilities are 
facing extinction.” 
I cried a river the night I watched the 
beautiful and thought-provoking 
documentary by actress Sally Philips called 
“A world without Down’s”, which revealed 
the same statistics on abortion which Dr 
McParland shared. 
Incidentally, every person I spoke to about 
it was deeply disturbed by its findings too. 
But now, we need to ask ourselves what 
path do we want this country of ours to 
follow? 
Our debate must listen to families like 
mine 
I believe the debate on the Eighth 
Amendment needs to hear from families 
like mine. People like Kevin are not here 
just to give us warm and cosy feelings 
during the Special Olympics. Their lives 
matter. Their human right to life 
matters. Children like Kevin are facing 
extinction in other countries. 
So the question is – will Ireland choose a 
better path, a path of compassion and love 
and understanding? A path where we help 
families to love and raise their children, 
rather than eliminating people with Down’s 
Syndrome before they are born. 
I believe we can. The Eighth Amendment 
protected my son, and he was deserving of 
that protection. It should remain as a 
shining light to a world where the best and 
most beautiful of our citizens are being 
snuffed out. 

Anne Trainer is Mammy to four great 
kids, and a passionate believer in 
equality and opportunity for all people 
with disabilities.

Dolphin’s                Rialto
                      Barn  

Sunday
First Collection      € 402                    € 355
Sunday
Share Collection       € 274                     € 120
Vincent de Paul     € 522                    € 247
Envelope Collection 
for January             €2260                       €1579

Last Weekend’s Church 
Collections

We thank you for your generosity and your 
financial support of your parish.

          



DOLPHIN’S  BARN
SATURDAY 6 Joe Doyle and his sons 

Colm and Eamon
Deceased members of the 
Dunne Family

SUNDAY9 James & Lucy Fortune (A)
Billy Lawlor (A)
Paddy Murphy (A)

SUNDAY 11 Marie Broaders (A)
SUNDAY 7 ———————————

MONDAY ———————————
WEDNESDAY ———————————
THURSDAY ———————————
FRIDAY ———————————

SATURDAY 10 ———————————
SATURDAY 6 James Roberts (MM)
SUNDAY 9 ———————————
SUNDAY 11 John Mc Evoy
SUNDAY 7 ———————————

(A)    = Anniversary Mass
(BR) = Birthday Remembrance

RIALTO
SATURDAY 6:30 George Murray (MM)

Freddy Mahon (A)
Maura O’Connor (A)
Patrick Twyford (A)
Nancy Loftus (A)
Elizabeth Sullivan (A)
Larry & Carmel Mooney (A)

SUNDAY 10:30 Eileen Zambra
Christina Butler
A Special Intention

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY ——————————
SATURDAY 6:30 George Murray (MM)

Freddy Mahon (A)
Maura O’Connor (A)
Patrick Twyford (A)
Nancy Loftus (A)
Elizabeth Sullivan (A)
Larry & Carmel Mooney (A)

SUNDAY 10:30 Eileen Zambra
Christina Butler
A Special Intention

(MM) = Months Mind
(RD) = Recently Deceased

Some activities in Dolphin 
House Community Centre 

Portacabins 

Community Relaxation Day: Take some 
time out for yourself and join us in 
Dolphin Community Centre on Monday 
13th of February from 11am to 3pm 
 for free massage, acupuncture, 
meditation, stress management tips 
and lunch. 
  
Healthy Food Made Easy: 6 Week 
programme to learn about cooking and 
nutrition. Call or text  0860493410 to 
register. 
  
Free Drop-in Exercise Classes 
Chair Tai Chi: Wednesdays 2.30pm 
Circuit Training with Hanna: Fridays at 
11am (all levels) 

  
Over 55’s Social & Activity Club: A 
range of activities, games and social 
outings starting soon.  
Call or text  0860493410 for more 
information.   
  
Desktop Publishing: New course to 
learn how to make posters and flyers 
starting soon. Call 014716723 to 
register. 
  
Dublin 8 Men’s Shed are open from 
9.30 am to 1.30pm Monday to Friday. 
Drop in to 227 Dolphin House for a 
cup of tea, for creative writing on 
Fridays at 11am and meditation on 
Mondays at 11am or for computer 
classes, cookery and carpentry 
throughout the week. Call 014716723 
for more information. 

ANNIVERSARY MASSES THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEKEND 

Reflection on the Readings this 
weekend.
The scripture readings for today are bundled well 
as a package. Sirach and Matthew’s Gospel 
reading make great bookends, stressing the 
importance of the Commandments in Christian 
living. Many may look at these readings in a more 
legalistic way, and leave little room for the Spirit 
to work in our hearts. In I Corinthians, Paul 
reminds us that God’s revelation is “revealed to us 
through the Spirit.” This tempers the legalism 
some see in Matthew’s Gospel. For me, it is no 
accident that the placement of this discourse 
closely follows the Sermon on the Mount. 
The basis for a good moral life, for me, does need 
structure and a set of directions. Following the 
moral code of the Old Testament, and the calling 
to a higher plan of actions as describe by Christ in 
Matthew’s Gospel, brings me closer to 
understanding and applying the teachings of the 
Sermon on the Mount in my life. I remember 
when my eldest daughter was learning to play the 
piano. She had to practice finger exercises, know 
the placement of her fingers on the keyboard, do 
scales, and learn to read musical notation, and 
above all, practice and more practice. Many a day 
it was a struggle for her (and us) to get through 
her practice time. As she improved, practicing was 
less of a struggle, and eventually playing became 
a joy for her. I could see it and feel it in her. Her 
attitude actually changed from one of struggle and 
fighting her lessons, to one of joy and 
contentment. 
The commandments are the same for me in my 
spiritual growth. No one likes a mortal arbiter, 
myself included. As I slowly grew in my faith walk, 
following the commandments, for the love of God 
and not as a set of arbitrary rules, bore better 
fruit. As a result my life was more joyous and free 
during the times I embraced the guidelines I’ve 
been given. Being a human, failure is an inevitable 
outcome. The key is getting back up each time 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. When I’m free of 
anger, judgment, self-centeredness, covertness 
and the many other human shortcomings, I find 
myself better connected to the Beatitudes and 
embrace these as what many theologians call the 
pinnacle of Christian living. My prayer daily is 
always to implore God to send the Spirit to me in 
helping to maintain the bridge between the 
commandments and the Beatitudes. 

by Joe Zaborowski  
Creighton University's Purchasing 

Department 
A Jesuit Catholic University 

in Omaha, Nebraska since 1878 

A reflection on emigration by Fr Alan 
Hilliard broadcast by RTE radio on 
Thursday 19th January 2017

‘Kindness’ 

We were standing at the edge of St. Peter’s 
Square in Rome just beside one of the 
homeless shelters run by the Missionaries of 
Charity. It was that time of the evening 
when those who were to spend the night in 
the shelter were gathering prior to its 
opening. Many of the accents were not 
Italian. They were mostly migrants. Their 
accents betraying origins in places such as 
Eastern Europe, Africa even parts of former 
Russia. 

Unbeknownst to her one of the straps of a 
friends hand bag had slipped off her 
shoulder revealing her purse, passport and a 
few other items of value. One of those 
queuing to get into the shelter noticed what 
I also had noticed and he moved towards my 
friend. And yes you guessed right - he 

tapped her on the shoulder and said in his 
broken eastern European accent, ‘Miss, your 
bag is open and some-one could take 
something, please close it’. He refused any 
reward and re-joined the queue. 

On the 19th of April last year Pope Francis 
tweeted that ‘Refugees are not 
numbers, they are people who have faces, 
names, stories, and need to be 
treated as such’. 
Where the some have suggested that we 
find only evil and terror I fortunately, have 
mostly found goodness, humanity and 
forgiveness. The Christian vision for our 
world today rests not in labels or categories 
or even in  theories or great homilies but in 
our mutual respect for one another as 
brothers and sisters who share a common 
home, a mutual respect that I saw so 
beautifully expressed  in the kindness of a 
homeless migrant in St. Peters Square in 
Rome. His simple actions opened my eyes to 
the true heart of the Church in the midst of 
its great columns and piazzas. 

Fr Alan Hilliard

The Rosary is said every Wed afternoon at 4 
p.m by members of the Legion of Mary from 
541 Sth Circular Road, at the statue of Our 
Lady in Rialto St.  

Parishoners are welcome to come along, 
especially those who may have a prayer need  or 
who want to  pray for a particular person or need.




